


Students and Parents

As students plan their schedules, they should 
also consider the time commitments required in 
extracurricular and outside activities. Carefully 
review the course descriptions before you make 
your decisions. The Pre-AP courses are designed 
to prepare students for AP courses. Both Pre-AP 
and AP courses offer an excellent opportunity for 
students to enjoy a challenging and interesting 
courses in areas where students exhibit strengths 
and curiosity. 
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English

Pre-AP English I Course Description

Introduction:  
Students in Pre-AP English I love to read and take responsibility for their 
learning.  This course prepares the students for the Advanced Placement 
English Language, Literature and Composition courses their junior and 
senior years.  The course challenges students to develop advanced skills 
in reading, writing, and oral communication. 

Specific skills for success:
•	 Enjoy reading 
•	 Write	fluently
•	 Demonstrate effective listening skills
•	 Participate in meaningful discussion
•	 Employ strong organizational and study skills

Out-of-class commitments:  
Students are required to spend time outside of class completing reading 
assignments as well as studying for tests, researching, analyzing texts, 
and completing long term projects.

Student comments:
“The increase in knowledge and skills imbued in a person as a direct re-
sult of taking this course is irreplaceable.  Great teachers and interesting 
subject material make the course very enjoyable.  Writing and reading 
comprehension increase by tenfold.”      
      
Text:  
Holt McDougal Literature:  Grade 9; various works such as Great Expec-
tations, The Odyssey, Romeo and Juliet, The Glass Menagerie

Contact person:  
Betsy Berry, betsy.berry@midwayisd.org  or
Beverly Roper, beverly.roper@midwayisd.org



AP Language and Composition (AP English III)

Introduction:
The AP English Language and Composition course engages students in 
becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disci-
plines and rhetorical contexts and in becoming skilled writers who com-
pose for a variety of purposes. Both their writing and their reading should 
make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, au-
dience expectations, and subjects as well as the way generic conventions 
and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing. The 
overarching purpose in this course is to enable students to write effective-
ly	and	confidently	in	their	college	courses	across	the	curriculum	and	in	
their professional and personal lives. 

Specific skills for success:
•	 Advanced reading
•	 Critical thinking
•	 Analytical writing
•	 Participate intelligently in complex discussions
•	 Possess strong organizational and study skills
•	 Possess time management skills

Out- of- class commitments:
Students are required to read and write outside of class, study for tests, 
and complete a research paper assignment.

Text: 
The Language of Composition: Reading, Writing, Rhetoric, 2nd ed., by 
Renée H. Shea, Lawrence Scanlon, and Robin Dissin Aufses

This course in one sentence:
AP LaC III challenges students to think and write with greater depth and 
complexity.

Contact person:
Marsha Alvarado, marsha.alvarado@midwayisd.org

Pre-AP English II

Introduction:
Pre-AP English II is a college-preparatory course that helps students 
build	skills	and	confidence	in	reading	and	working	with	literature	at	an	
analytic	level	while	writing	about	literature	for	specific	purposes	and	
audiences. Students read and discuss literature analytically to build back-
ground for further study for Advanced Placement English III and IV.

Specific skills for success:
•	 Highly developed reading, writing, vocabulary, and oral communica-

tion skills
•	 Effective time management
•	 Higher level thinking skills, including critical analysis
•	 Effective study skills
•	 Constructive participation in class
•	 Effective collaborative group skills

Out-of-class commitments:
•	 Nightly homework is determined by literary work or assignment
•	 Self-selected reading
•	 Individual or group projects

Student comments:
•	 “Pre AP English II requires a higher level of thinking. We read poetry 

and prose and answer knowledge questions, but we also do activities 
that have us analyzing and applying what we read every day.”

•	 “It is necessary to have the drive and determination to be successful.”
•	 “Working diligently is a must for Pre AP English II.”

Text: 
Holt McDougal Literature Grade 10
Animal Farm, Lord of the Flies, Antigone, Julius Caesar

Contact person: Sarah Barry, sarah.barry@midwayisd.org

AP Literature and Composition (AP English IV)

Introduction:
AP English Literature and Composition combines a demanding analytical 
reading course that includes college-level novels, poetry, short stories 
and plays with a methodical, sophisticated approach to essay writing and 
MLA research writing. Students engage in discussions, formal and infor-
mal presentations, and respond to AP prompts that allow them to develop 
their reading and writing skills.  Students are never without a reading or 
writing assignment due date. Students taking AP Literature and Compo-
sition develop an appreciation for writing and literature that will prepare 
them for demanding college classes across the curriculum.

Specific skills for success:
•	 Advanced reading
•	 Write analytically
•	 Participate intelligently in complex discussions
•	 Possess strong organizational and study skills
•	 Possess time management skills

Out- of- class commitments:
Students are required to read and write outside of class, study for tests, 
and complete a research paper assignment included in the senior seminar.

Text:
AP Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and Writing by 
X. J. Kennedy and Dana Gioia.

Grade 12; various works such as “Beowulf,” “The Canterbury Tales,” 
Hamlet, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, Brave New World, The 
Things They Carried, Oedipus Rex, Heart of Darkness, Kite Runner, and 
“The Importance of Being Earnest,” A Lesson before Dying, and various 
other college-level novels for the senior seminar. 

Foreign
Language



Pre-AP French I

Introduction: 
Pre-AP French I is an entry level course designed for those students who 
have a strong interest in pursuing the learning of the language in great-
er depth. In this course we will delve deeper into the language through 
readings and listening activities.  This course is essential for the success 
of students planning to continue their study of the French language at the 
Pre-AP or AP levels.

Specific Skills for Success:
•	 Strong study and organizational skills
•	 Strong grammar skills
•	 Good vocabulary and reading skills
•	 Motivation to learn and to participate in all class activities, including 

oral responses

Out-of-class Commitment:
Approximately 10-15 minutes a day doing homework and/or studying to 
learn vocabulary and grammar

Text:
Discovering French Bleu - Level I (McDougal Littell)

Contact:
Julie Powers, julie.powers@midwayisd.org

Pre-AP French II

Introduction: 
Pre-AP French II is designed for those students who have successfully 
completed French I and who have a strong interest in pursuing the learn-
ing of the language in greater depth. This course is essential for the suc-
cess of students planning to continue their study of the French language 
at the Pre-AP or AP levels.

Specific Skills for Success:
•	 Strong study and organizational skills
•	 Strong grammar skills
•	 Good vocabulary and reading skills
•	 Motivation to learn and to participate in all class activities, including 

oral responses

Out-of-class Commitment:
Approximately 20-30 minutes a day doing homework and/or studying to 
learn vocabulary and grammar

Text:
Discovering French Blanc - Level II (McDougal Littell)

Contact:
Julie Powers, julie.powers@midwayisd.org

Pre-AP French III

Introduction: 
Pre-AP French III is designed for those students who have successful-
ly completed French II and who have a strong interest in pursuing the 
learning of the language in greater depth through reading and listening 
to/watching authentic French materials. This course is essential for the 
success of students planning to continue their study of the French lan-
guage at the Pre-AP or AP levels and further at the university level.

Specific Skills for Success:
•	 Strong study and organizational skills
•	 Strong grammar skills
•	 Good vocabulary and reading skills
•	 Good listening comprehension skills
•	 Motivation to learn and to participate in all class activities, including 

oral responses

Out-of-class Commitment:
Approximately 20-30 minutes a day doing homework and/or studying to 
learn vocabulary and grammar

Text:
Discovering French Rouge - Level III (McDougal Littell)

Contact:
Julie Powers, julie.powers@midwayisd.org

Course Description:  AP French IV

Course Description:
In AP French Language and Culture the students learn to speak, read, write, 
and listen at the level established and directed by the AP French Language and 
Culture Exam.  The course is conducted almost entirely in French.  With the 
successful completion of the course and exam, students are rewarded a multipli-
er on the high school GPA and receive credit at most universities. 

Goals:
1. The	ability	to	speak	with	ease	and	a	realistic	level	of	fluency	both	formally	

and informally.
2. The ability to listen and understand the spoken language both formally and 

informally in various contexts.
3. The	ability	to	read	without	difficulty	newspapers,	magazines,	literary	text	

and other materials through continued acquisition of vocabulary and under-
standing of structure.

4. The	ability	to	express	ideas	with	ease	and	fluency	through	written	accuracy.
5. In addition, the exam has expanded to include six cultural concepts and thus 

the student is expected to gain understanding and insight into the products, 
practices, and perspectives with regard to each of these. 

Specific Skills for Success:
•	 Strong Study Skills
•	 Strong Writing skills
•	 Strong Vocabulary and Reading skills
•	 Motivation to learn and to participate in all activities 

Out of class commitments:
Approximately 45 minutes daily of reading or listening activities, student proj-
ects, and studying for tests.

Texts:
APprenons by Wayside Publishing, AP French by Pearson, Allons au-delà  by 
Pearson

Contact person:
Julie Powers – julie.powers@midwayisd.org 



Pre-AP German I

Introduction:
Pre-AP German I is designed for students who have a strong interest in 
pursuing the learning of the German language in great depth. This course 
is essential for the success of students planning to continue their study of 
the German language at the Pre-AP II, III or AP IV levels.

Specific Skills for Success:
•	 Strong study and organizational skills
•	 Strong grammar skills
•	 Good vocabulary and reading skills
•	 Motivation to learn and to participate in all class activities, including 

oral responses

Out-of-class Commitment:
Approximately 20-30 minutes a day doing homework and/or studying to 
learn vocabulary and grammar

Student Comments:
“Don’t procrastinate!  Keeping up with the work makes German easier 
but not easy.”

Text:
Komm Mit Level I (Holt)

Contact:
Shannon Bullock, shannon.bullock@midwayisd.org

Pre-AP German II

Introduction: 
Pre-AP German II is designed for those students who have successfully 
completed German I and have a strong interest in pursuing the learning 
of the language in greater depth. This course is essential for the success 
of students planning to continue their study of the German language at 
the Pre-AP or AP levels.

Specific Skills for Success:
•	 Strong study and organizational skills
•	 Strong grammar skills
•	 Good vocabulary and reading skills
•	 Motivation to learn and to participate in all class activities, including 

oral responses

Out-of-class Commitment:
Approximately 20-30 minutes a day doing homework and/or studying to 
learn vocabulary and grammar

Student Comments: 
“German II Pre-AP is a lot harder than German I or German I Pre-AP.  As 
long	as	you	keep	up	with	the	work	and	study,	you’ll	be	fine.”

Text:
Komm Mit Level II (Holt)

Contact:
Shannon Bullock, shannon.bullock@midwayisd.org

Pre-AP German III

Introduction: 
Students will receive more in depth, open-ended writing assignments and 
will be introduced to more challenging reading passages.  Students will 
receive basic grammar concepts and be introduced to advanced language 
structures.  There will be an increased emphasis on speaking and listen-
ing skills in cultural and real world contexts.

Specific Skills for Success:
•	 Strong study habits and organizational skills
•	 Strong grammar and writing skills
•	 Good vocabulary and reading skills
•	 Motivation to learn and to participate in all class activities, including 

oral responses

Out-of-class Commitment:
•	 Approximately 45 minutes a day doing homework and/or studying to 

learn vocabulary and grammar
•	 Extended projects

Student Comments: 
“In German III Pre-AP, you must know your basic grammar and cases 
and have a good work ethic.”

Text:
Komm Mit Level III (Holt)

Contact:
Shannon Bullock, shannon.bullock@midwayisd.org

AP German IV

Introduction:  
At the AP level, students will receive more in depth, open-ended writing 
assignments and will be introduced to more challenging reading passag-
es.  Students will review basic grammar concepts and be introduced to 
advanced language structures.  There will be an increased emphasis on 
speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills in cultural and real world 
contexts in order to help prepare students for the Advanced Placement 
Exam in German Language and Culture.

Specific Skills for Success:
•	 Strong study habits and organizational skills
•	 Strong grammar and writing skills
•	 Good vocabulary and reading skills
•	 Motivation to learn and to participate in all class activities, including 

oral responses

Out-of-class Commitment:
•	 Approximately one hour each day doing homework and/or studying 

to learn vocabulary and grammar
•	 Extended projects

Student Comments: 
“German IV is fun, but tough.  It’s a lot harder than German III Pre-AP, 
and you’ll need a lot of information from previous years.  It’s also pretty 
fun.  You’re with people you’ve known since German I.  The projects are 
pretty interesting, and you get bonbons.  However, preparing for the AP 
exam involves a lot of new vocabulary, phrases, and grammar concepts.”

Text:
Aspekte (Langenscheidt)

Contact:
Shannon Bullock, shannon.bullock@midwayisd.org



Pre-AP Spanish I

Introduction: 
Pre-AP Spanish I is designed for those students who have a strong inter-
est in pursuing an in-depth study of the Spanish language. This course is 
essential for the success of students planning to continue their study of 
the Spanish language at the Pre-AP or AP levels (Spanish 3, 4, and 5).

Specific Skills for Success:
•	 Strong study and organizational skills
•	 Strong grammar skills
•	 Good vocabulary and reading skills
•	 Motivation to learn and to participate in all class activities, including 

oral responses

Out-of-class Commitment:
Approximately 20-30 minutes a day doing homework and/or studying to 
learn vocabulary and grammar

Student Comments:
Don’t be afraid to try to speak Spanish. And do your homework!

Text:
Realidades Level I (Prentice Hall)

Contact:
Sheryl Martin, Sheryl.martin@Midwayisd.org 

Pre-AP Spanish II

Introduction: 
Pre-AP Spanish II is designed for those students who have successfully 
completed Spanish I and have a strong interest in pursuing the learning of 
the language in greater depth. This course is essential for the success of 
students planning to continue their study of the Spanish language at the 
Pre-AP or AP levels.

Specific Skills for Success:
•	 Strong study and organizational skills
•	 Strong grammar skills
•	 Good vocabulary and reading skills
•	 Motivation to learn and to participate in all class activities, including 

oral responses

Out-of-class Commitment:
Approximately 20-30 minutes a day doing homework and/or studying to 
learn vocabulary and grammar

Student Comments:
•	 “All you have to do to be successful in Pre-AP Spanish 2 is to do all 

the assignments and homework your teacher gives you and practice 
whenever you can, on Conjuguemos or whatever suits you.” 

•	 “Listen to your teacher and pay attention in class.”

Text:
Realidades Level II (Prentice Hall)

Contact:
Ivette Torres, ivette.torres@midwayisd.org
Susan Butler, susan.butler@midwayisd.org

Pre-AP Spanish III Course Description

Introduction: 
The Pre-AP Spanish III course is designed for those students who have 
successfully completed Spanish I and II and have a strong interest in pursuing 
the learning of the language in greater depth.  It is advised, though not required, 
that students who are interested in Pre-AP Spanish III take Pre-AP Spanish I 
and Pre-AP Spanish II so that they have a more in depth background of the 
basic grammar and vocabulary.  Pre-AP Spanish III is a preparatory class for 
the AP Spanish IV Language and Culture class.  There will be an increased 
emphasis on speaking, reading, writing, and listening skills in cultural and real 
world contexts.

Specific skills for success:  
•	 Strong study and organizational skills
•	 Strong writing skills
•	 Strong vocabulary and reading skills
•	 Strong grammar skills
•	 Motivation to learn

Out-of-class commitment: 
Students can expect homework of 30 minutes on a nightly basis as well as 
various projects and studying for tests.

Student comments:
•	 You have to do your homework and pay attention to stay caught up in 

Spanish III. 
•	 Spanish	III	is	not	difficult	if	you	take	it	seriiously	and	do	your	nightly	

homework. You have to be motivated and organized, however.

One sentence abstract that distinguishes your class from the regular 
course:
Spanish III does not have a regular class equivalent because it is believed that 
anyone pursuing a third year of the language has a genuine interest in gaining 
authentic	proficiency	as	well	as	cultural	knowledge.

Text:  
Realidades III

Contact person:  Kim Landon/ Ivette Torres

Course Description:  AP Spanish IV

Introduction:
In AP Spanish Language and Culture the students learn to speak, read, write, and listen 
at the level established and directed by the AP Spanish Language and Culture Exam.  
The course is conducted completely in Spanish.  With the successful completion of the 
course and exam, students are rewarded a multiplier on the high school GPA and receive 
credit at most universities.

Goals:
1. To	speak	with	ease	and	a	realistic	level	of	fluency	both	formally	and	informally
2. To listen and understand the spoken language both formally and informally in 

various contexts
3. To	read	without	difficulty	newspapers,	magazines,	literary	text	and	other	materials	

through continued acquisition of vocabulary and understanding of structure
4. To	express	ideas	with	ease	and	fluency	through	written	accuracy
5. In addition, the exam has expanded to include six cultural concepts and thus the 

student is expected to gain understanding and insight into the products, practices, 
and perspectives with regard to each of these.

Specific Skills for Success:
•	 Strong Study Skills
•	 Strong Writing skills
•	 Strong Vocabulary and Reading skills
•	 Motivation to learn and to participate in all activities 

Out of class commitments:
Approximately 45 minutes daily of reading or listening activities, student projects, and 
studying for tests 

Student comments:  
•	 “If you really want to learn Spanish and are willing to commit to the time that it 

takes, then AP Spanish IV is the class for you.”
•	 “Spanish IV was a great way to continue to practice my language skills and study 

the cultural backgrounds of many Latin American countries in a relaxed environ-
ment with my peers.” 

Texts:
TEMAS by Vista Higher Learning; AP Spanish by Vista; Abriendo Pasos by Prentice 
Hall 

Contact person:
Kim Landon, kim.landon@midwayisd.org



Math

Pre-AP Geometry
Introduction: 
The Pre-AP Geometry course is designed to help students describe, analyze, and un-
derstand aspects of their world. Geometric modeling, visualizing, and spatial reasoning 
can be used to solve many kinds of problems. Coordinate geometry and other represen-
tational	systems	allow	locations	to	be	specified	and	described.	Geometry	also	focuses	
on	the	development	of	reasoning	and	proof,	using	definitions	and	axioms.	This	course	
emphasizes a use of two- and three-dimensional reasoning skills, coordinate and trans-
formational geometry, and the use of geometric models to solve problems. A variety of 
applications and some general problem-solving techniques including algebraic skills, 
will be used to implement these standards. Calculators, computers, graphing utilities 
(graphing calculators or graphing apps), dynamic geometry software, and other appro-
priate technology tools will be used to assist in teaching and learning.  All TEKS are 
covered, but at a deeper, more complex level in order to help students be prepared with 
the skills necessary to be successful in AP Calculus and AP Statistics courses.

Specific skills for success:
•	 Strong background in Algebra I and Algebra II
•	 Strong work ethic
•	 Highly motivated
•	 Creative
•	 Willingness to persevere and ask questions
•	 Critical thinking skills

Out-of-class commitments:
•	 Nightly homework (approx. 30 minutes)
•	 Studying for quizzes and tests
•	 Morning or afternoon tutorials if needed
•	 •ndividual	and	group	projects

Student comments:
•	 “I’m not an algebra person, but I love geometry.”
•	 “I can totally use this in the real world.”
•	 “I like all the hands-on projects.”
•	 “I	hated	proofs	at	first,	but	now	I	finally	get	it!”

One sentence abstract that distinguishes your class from the regular course:
Pre-AP geometry won’t necessarily require more time, but it will require more brain 
power and thinking outside of the box.  

Text:  Holt Geometry

Contact person:
Laura Veselka, laura.veselka@midwayisd.org

AP Spansih V

Introduction: 
The AP Spanish 5 – Spanish Literature and Culture class is designed to intro-
duce students to the formal study of Spanish literature and culture from Spain, 
Latin American and the United States. The course will provide students with 
varied opportunities to learn and practice the literary terminology to aide in 
educated discussions about literary criticism.  In addition, the students will be 
exposed	to	audio	and	visual	media	to	develop	proficiency	in	interpretive	lis-
tening. The students will also have opportunities to explore and make connec-
tions between the literary works and other artistic disciplines such as painting, 
architecture,	music	and	filming	in	order	to	see	the	transcendence	of	the	themes	
presented in the works studied in class. 

Specific skills for success:
•	 Strong study and organizational skills
•	 Strong writing skills
•	 Strong vocabulary and reading skills
•	 Good analytical and critical thinking
•	 Motivation to learn and to participate in all class discussion
•	 Out-of-class commitments:
•	 Approximately 45-60 minutes a day reading and preparing questions for 

class discussion.
•	 Student presentations about authors, their works, and literary periods.

Student comments:
•	 “I highly recommend taking this course if you would like to see the per-

spectives of different authors, and countries throughout different time 
periods.”

•	 “Do the homework assignments, read what you have to read, and be open to 
new ideas.”

Texts used in class:
•	 Azulejo by Wayside Publishing
•	 Abriendo Puertas Ampliando Perspectivas by Holt McDougal
•	 Reflexiones	by	Rodney	T.	Rodríguez	–	Used	by	teacher	to	supplement	

course

Contact person:
Ivette Torres, ivette.torres@midwayisd.org



Pre-AP Algebra II

Introduction: 
The Pre-AP Algebra II is the introduction into higher level mathematics. 
This is a challenging, fast-paced course intended to prepare students for 
other advanced math classes. This will require the student to frequently 
draw upon previous mathematical knowledge.

Specific skills for success: 
•	 Strong background in Algebra 
•	 Strong self-discipline and study habits

Out-of-class commitments:
•	 Approximately 30 minutes to 1 hour for daily homework
•	 Studying for quizzes and tests

Student comments:
•	 “Do your homework- even if not always for a grade.”
•	 “Keep your notes! They will help you in future classes as well.”

One sentence abstract that distinguishes your class from the regular 
course:
The concepts are covered quickly and students are expected to retain 
them throughout the year.

Contact person:
Christi D’Herde  Christi.dherde@midwayisd.org 
Shannon Moczygemba Shannon.moczygemba@midwayisd.org  
Cindy Gambill cindy.gambill@midwayisd.org 

Pre-AP Precalculus

Introduction:
The Pre-AP Precalculus is a one-year course that covers trigonometry 
and higher level algebra skills. This is a challenging, fast-paced course 
intended to prepare students for an AP Calculus course or other advanced 
math classes. Included are key features of functions such as trigonomet-
ric, circular, inverse, polynomial, rational, power, piecewise, exponential, 
and logarithmic. This will require the student to frequently draw upon 
previous mathematical knowledge.

Specific skills for success: 
•	 Strong background in Algebra and Geometry
•	 Strong self-discipline and study habits
•	 Desire to ask “why”

Out-of-class commitments:
•	 Approximately 30 minutes to 1 hour for daily homework
•	 Studying for quizzes and tests
•	 Creating a project, 1 per semester

Student comments:
•	 “…do your homework, even if not always for a grade”
•	 “…hard work and organization is crucial to a good grade”
•	 “…ask questions/get help as soon as you don’t understand a con-

cept.”

One sentence abstract that distinguishes your class from the regular 
course:
The concepts are covered quickly and are expected to be retained 
throughout the year.

Contact person:
April Roberson april.roberson@midwayisd.org
Shannon Moczygemba Shannon.moczygemba@midway.isd.org

AP Calculus

Introduction:
AP Calculus is a one-year, college level course having many applications 
in engineering and the sciences. Topics include limits, derivatives and 
integration of a wide variety of functions, and applications of differentia-
tion and integration. This is an advanced placement course that prepares 
you, the student, to take the Calculus AB exam. 

Specific skills for success:
Very strong background in Algebra II and Pre-Calculus

Out-of-class commitments:
•	 Approximately 45 minutes of homework daily
•	 Studying for 3 tests every six weeks
 
Student comments:
•	 “Keep a good work ethic”
•	 “Stay motivated and keep up with assignments”
•	 “Do the review [before the test]”
•	 “Learn the material when it is taught rather than waiting” 

One sentence abstract that distinguishes your class from the regular 
course:
(There is not a regular Calculus course)

Text:
Calculus of a Single Variable

Contact person:
Sarah Griesemer, sarah.griesemer@midwayisd.org

AP Statistics

Introduction: 
Advanced Placement Statistics is a one year college level course that 
covers four main topics: exploring data, sampling and experimentation, 
anticipating patterns, and statistical inference. Along with preparing for 
the AP Statistics exam, students will gain the ability to evaluate informa-
tion critically and draw sound conclusions. 

Specific skills for success:
•	 Strong reading and writing skills
•	 Be able to work well with others

Out-of-class commitments:
•	 Approximately 45 minutes to one hour of homework and reading of 

the textbook daily
•	 Various projects that include collecting data

Student Comments:
•	 “AP Statistics is a very interesting class if you enjoy applying mathe-

matical concepts to real world examples.”
•	 “AP statistics is a challenging course, which makes it a rewarding 

experience in life. Also make sure to read (your textbook).”
•	 “If	you	do	your	homework,	you	should	be	fine.”

Text:
The Practice of Statistics (Yates, Moore, Starnes)

Contact Person:
Brittney Green, brittney.green@midwayisd.org



Science

Pre-AP Biology

Introduction:
Pre-AP Biology builds the academic skills necessary to be successful in higher 
science courses, especially AP Biology. Students will develop and sharpen 
attitudes and skills such as questioning, technical writing, utilizing basic 
algebraic skills and connecting and applying knowledge.

Specific skills for success:
•	 Strong reading and writing skills
•	 Good organizational skills
•	 Ability to manipulate mathematical formulas and solving word problems 

including algebraic expressions
•	 Ability to transfer learning from one situation to another
•	 An inquisitive nature
•	 Ability to analyze information using deduction and inference skills

Out-of-class commitments:
•	 Students must complete multiple independent and group projects
•	 Students are expected to complete all assigned readings and homework 

assignments, on average about 30 minutes per night
•	 Student comments:
•	 “On each test, we are responsible for everything that we read. Some 

test questions come from lectures and labs, while others come from the 
reading.”

•	 “This	class	is	difficult	unless	you	take	the	time	to	do	your	work.	If	you	pay	
attention, study for quizzes and tests and do your homework, you will be 
successful in the course.”

•	 “We get to do a lot of fun and challenging labs.”
•	 “In any Pre-AP class you should consider if you really want to learn. There 

is no slacking off, and it requires work. You will have to focus and actually 
put in the effort to learn.”

One sentence abstract that distinguishes your class from the regular 
course:
Pre-AP Biology is a rigorous introductory lab course, which is designed for 
strong science students and stresses higher thinking skills.

Contact person:
Mrs. Amy Smith  amy.smith@midwayisd.org
Ms. Julibeth Moore  julibeth.moore@midwayisd.org

Pre-AP Chemistry

Introduction: 
This course is a laboratory-oriented study of matter and energy.  It prepares 
students to enter AP science courses in the junior and senior years.  Students 
will engage in exploration using critical thinking and problem solving 
strategies.  

Specific skills for success:
•	 Good reasoning skills 
•	 Good math skills, particularly understanding inverse and direct relationships 

to	determine	formulas,	solving	for	variables,	scientific	notations,	and	
exponents

•	 Self-motivation
•	 Ability	to	read	and	understand	scientific	text

Out-of-class commitments:
•	 30-45 minutes
•	 Nightly review of material for Unannounced Quizzes

Student comments:
•	 “It isn’t hard if you read the text and complete assignments”
•	 “The	videos	for	the	flipped	classroom	require	you	to	take	notes	to	bring	

questions back to class”
•	 “Make sure you read the textbook before lecture to understand the 

vocabulary”
•	 “There is a lot more math than I expected, but it is taught well”

One sentence abstract that distinguishes your class from the regular 
course:
Pre-AP Chemistry is designed to move very quickly through previously taught 
content to expand on new ideas requiring more time outside of class if you 
struggle in science or math.  

Text:  Modern Chemistry eTextbook(Holt, Rinehart & Winston)

Contact person:
Krystle Moos, Krystle.moos@midwayisd.org
David Morrison, David.morrison@midwayisd.org

AP Biology

Introduction:
The AP Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a college 
introductory biology course, usually taken by biology majors during their 
first	year.		After	showing	themselves	to	be	qualified	on	the	AP	exam-
ination, some students, as college freshmen, are permitted to take upper 
level courses in biology or to register for courses for which biology is a 
prerequisite.		Other	students	may	have	fulfilled	a	basic	requirement	for	a	
lab science and will be able to pursue their majors.

The two main goals of AP Biology:
•	 to help students develop a conceptual framework for modern biology 
•	 to help students to gain an appreciation for science as a process.  
•	 The ongoing information explosion in biology makes these goals 

VERY challenging.

Specific skills for success: 
•	 Ability to manipulate mathematical formulas and solve word prob-

lems involving algebraic expressions
•	 Strong chemistry background, preferably at the pre-AP level
•	 Good organizational skills and study habits
•	 Ability to see relationships between parts of a whole; see “the big 

picture” by studying the components

Out-of-class commitments:
•	 Reading and studying independently
•	 Lab write-ups approximately every 2 weeks
•	 Online assignments on each unit

Text:  
Biology  10th edition by Campbell and Reece

Contact person:  Kathy McMillan, kathy.mcmillan@midwayisd.org , 
254-761-5650 ext. 2053



AP Chemistry

Introduction: 
AP	Chemistry	is	the	equivalent	of	first	year	college	chemistry.		This	
course is designed to prepare students for the College Board Advance 
Placement (AP) Chemistry Exam offered in May.  The course includes 
theoretical presentations of chemistry concepts and involves independent 
lab work and research.  First year chemistry is a prerequisite and a math 
level of pre-calculus is suggested.  

Specific skills for success:
•	 Good reasoning skills
•	 Math level of pre-calculus or higher
•	 Ability to budget time
•	 Self-motivation
•	 Ability	to	read	and	understand	scientific	literature

Out-of-class commitments:
•	 30 – 45 minutes per day
•	 Read text
•	 Learn and review material for May test
•	 Homework, mostly math
•	 Maintain a lab notebook
•	 Develop good lab skills
•	 Teach one day at the middle school at the end of May

Text: 
Chemistry (Cengage Learning)

Contact person:  
David Morrison, david.morrison@midwayisd.org

AP Physics 1 and 2 

Introduction: 
AP Physics 1 is an algebra/trigonometry based course that includes topics in mechanics, 
wave mechanics and some electrical circuits. AP Physics 2 is an algebra/trigonometry 
based	course	that	includes	topics	in	fluids,	heat	and	thermodynamics,	electrostatics,	
circuits,	magnetic	fields,	electromagnetism,	geometric	and	physical	optics,	atomic	and	
nuclear physics. Although both courses include mathematical computation, concepts are 
heavily emphasized to ensure an in-depth understanding of physical phenomenon.  

Specific skills for success: 
•	 Attentive, mature and diligent in study habits
•	 Prepared for class
•	 Willingness to ask for help
•	 Thorough command of Algebra 2, Geometry and basic trigonometric functions
•	 Ability to develop methods for collecting, organizing and analyzing lab data
•	 Ability to extend physical concepts beyond formulas and predict changes in physi-

cal	quantities	as	parameters	are	modified	
•	 Extend and apply concepts to situations beyond the context in which it is intro-

duced 

Out-of-class commitments: 
Each course provides many opportunities to work problem sets, concept questions and 
laboratory activities in class. Students will be asked to complete some assignments at 
home although they are not daily and usually can be done in thirty minutes or less.

Student comments:
•	 “Expect 5-10 problem Homework Problem Sets that test the student’s ability to 

recall and practice what is learned in class”
•	 “Don’t	let	the	AP	title	scare	you.	The	teachers	are	generous	with	specific	test	re-

views	and	curving	grades.		Don’t	panic	the	first	six	weeks.	Once	you	understand	the	
concepts	the	math	is	not	that	difficult”

•	 “AP	Physics	1	is	a	challenging	class.	It	is	tough	at	first	but	once	you	get	in	a	
rhythm,	it	isn’t	so	bad.	When	you	finally	figure	out	a	difficult	problem,	it	gives	you	
a	sense	of	accomplishment.	Actually,	it’s	really	fun.	I	would	definitely	recommend	
taking this class.”

Text: 
students have access to “Physics.” Cutnell and Johnson, Wiley and Sons 2001.
Scientific	calculator	required,	graphing	calculator	recommended

Contact person: Wes Evans, wes.evans@midwayisd.org 

AP Environmental Science

Introduction: 
The goal of the AP Environmental Science (APES) course is to provide 
students	with	the	scientific	principles,	concepts,	and	methodologies	re-
quired to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identi-
fy and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to 
evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine 
alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them.

Specific skills for success: 
•	 Strong self-discipline and study habits.
•	 Good organizational skills
•	 Strong reading and writing skills
•	 Inquisitive nature
•	 Good algebra skills and ability to do quantitative analysis
•	 Ability to analyze information using deduction and inference
•	 Strong	interest	in	science	and	scientific	processes

Out-of-class commitments:
•	 Daily chapter reading and reading assignment.
•	 Preparation for quizzes.
•	 Out of class projects and assignments. 
•	 Lab reports and data analysis

Text : 
Living in the Environment, 16th ed.

Contact person: Jeanette Alexander
                             jeanette.alexander@midwayisd.org



Social
Studies

Pre-AP World Geography Course Description

Introduction:
Pre-AP World Geography class is designed to prepare for the Advanced 
Placement courses.  While studying the regions of the world, the class 
will emphasize issues such as environmental topics, population growth, 
urbanization, economic development, diffusion and acculturation of cul-
tural traits, and critical analysis of current issues and global trends.

Specific skills for success:
•	 Students will use critical thinking, problem solving, and geographic 

skills for
•	 Research using library and internet resources
•	 Reading and understanding text readings
•	 Interpreting maps, charts, graphs
•	 Note taking from oral, visual, written, and media resources
•	 Essay writing using the AP course template (taught during the course)

Out-of-class commitments:
3-4 hours per week on average

Text:
•	 McDougal-Littell World Geography 
•	 Newspapers, journals, atlases, almanacs, online resources, databases

Contact person:
Mrs. Pamela Hunt, pamela.hunt@midwayisd.org

Pre-AP World History

Introduction:  
Pre-AP World History is a class designed to better prepare students for AP 
Social Studies courses.  The course curriculum, materials, and expectations are 
designed in keeping with College Board recommendations for Pre-AP class-
es.  Students will be required to demonstrate critical thinking skills and writing 
skills in this class.  Students will analyze primary source documents extensively.  
These activities require students to go beyond simple word comprehension by 
demonstrating an ability to draw inferences and conclusions necessary to pres-
ent sound judgments in written form.  Grades in Pre-AP classes are earned using 
highly challenging curriculum.  New skills will be introduced which will, in 
some cases, require patience on the part of students as they develop the required 
skills for success.

Specific skills for success:  
•	 Research skills
•	 Read and understand basic text, primary and secondary sources
•	 Interpretation and analysis of maps, graphs, and charts and political car-

toons
•	 Note taking
•	 Essay writing – Free Response Question and Document Based Question 

essays (this skill will be developed in class)

Out of class commitments:
3-4 hours per week on average

Student expectations:
•	 Demonstrate a high level of dedication to the course.
•	 Take constructive feedback gracefully.
•	 Be	prepared	to	do	a	significant	amount	of	reading	and	preparation	outside	

the classroom.
•	 Be prepared to participate in class discussions and activities.
•	 Turn in all assignments by the designated due date.
•	 Attend tutorials as necessary.
•	 Take personal responsibility for your learning.

Contact Persons:
Melissa Harrell melissa.harrell@midwayisd.org
Sarah Baranowski sarah.baranowski@midwayisd.org

AP US History

Introduction:  
Advanced Placement U.S. History is designed to provide students with 
the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically 
with the problems and materials in American history.  It is the equivalent 
of	a	college	course	that	fulfills	the	U.S.	History	graduation	requirement	
and can earn students up to six hours of college credit by passing the AP 
Exam.  It is a two-semester survey of American history from the age of 
exploration and discovery to the present.  The demands upon the students 
should equip them to deal with intermediate and advanced college cours-
es.  Students will learn to assess historical materials – their relevance to a 
given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance – and to 
weigh the evidence presented in historical scholarship. 

Specific skills for success: 
•	 to analyze and interpret primary sources, including documentary 

materials, maps, statistical tables, and pictorial and graphic evidence 
of historical events.  

•	 to take notes from printed materials and lectures or discussions, and 
to write essay examinations and analytical papers.  

•	 to master analytical writing, reading, and discussion skills.  In this 
course, knowing the facts is only one part of a process which also 
demands interpretation and synthesis of large amounts of factual data.

Topics in this course include everything from life in colonial America to 
constitutional development to one man one vote Jacksonian democracy 
to the Civil War to the emergence of the U.S. on the world stage to WWII 
to	the	Cold	War	and	finally	to	the	post-Cold	War	era.		In	addition	to	these	
topics the following themes will be discussed throughout the year:
 The development of a unique American identity
 Evolution of American culture
 Development of political institutions
 Economic trends
 War and diplomacy
 The place of the U.S. on the world stage



AP European History
Introduction:  
The course curriculum, materials, and expectations for AP European History are intend-
ed	for	qualified	students	who	wish	to	complete	classes	in	secondary	school	equivalent	to	
college introductory courses in European history. The study of European History from 
1450 to the present examines the cultural, economic, political, and social developments 
that played a fundamental role in shaping the world in which we live. Students will 
develop an understanding of some of the principal themes in modern European History, 
analyze historical evidence and historical interpretation by using primary and secondary 
source documents, and effectively express historical understanding through writing. 
Success in this course will depend on a student’s ability to master analytical writing, 
reading, and discussion skills. Students will be encouraged to take the AP exam in May.  
All	sections	of	the	exam	reflect	college	and	university	programs	in	terms	of	subject	mat-
ter and approach.  The entire chronological scope and a range of approaches are incor-
porated throughout the exam.Grades in AP classes are earned using highly challenging 
curriculum.  New skills will be introduced which will, in some cases, require patience 
on the part of students as they develop the required skills for success.

Specific skills for success:  
•	 Research skills
•	 Read and understand complex text, primary and secondary sources
•	 Interpretation and analysis of maps, graphs and charts, political cartoons and differ-

ent types of art and architecture
•	 Note taking
•	 Working in a timed setting, especially for quizzes, tests and essays
•	 Essay writing – Free Response Question and Document Based Question essays 

(this skill will be developed in class)

Out of class commitments:
5-6 hours per week on average

Student expectations:
•	 Demonstrate a high level of dedication to the course.
•	 Take constructive feedback gracefully.
•	 Be	prepared	to	do	a	significant	amount	of	reading	and	preparation	outside	the	

classroom.
•	 Be prepared to participate in class discussions and activities.
•	 Turn in all assignments by the designated due date.
•	 Constantly review previous course material.
•	 Participate in a mock AP exam in late April.
•	 Attend tutorials as necessary.
•	 Take personal responsibility for your learning.

Contact Persons:
Melissa Harrell melissa.harrell@midwayisd.org

AP MACROECONOMICS

AP Macroeconomics is offered as a one semester course that teaches high 
school seniors college level material. Students meet 45 minutes each day and 
are expected to take the AP Macro test in May. The course emphasizes econom-
ics principles as applied to the economy as a whole. Subjects included in the 
AP Economics Course Description from the College Board are covered in the 
course. The following topics will be included : basic economic concepts, mea-
surements of economic performance, national income and price determination, 
the	financial	sector,	inflation,	unemployment,	stabilization	policies,	economic	
growth	and	productivity,	international	trade	and	finance,	aggregate	economic	
activity, as well as the use of economic graphs, charts, and data to describe and 
explain economic concepts. Students will learn to use and create economic 
models	such	as	the	circular	flow	of	economic	activity,	supply	and	demand,	and	
the business cycle.

AP US GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

AP Government is designed for students with advanced ability who are interest-
ed in earning college credit by taking the College Board’s national tests in May. 
This course extends regular government in scope and depth. Special emphasis is 
placed on :
*Reading a college text   *National/international current events
*Use of primary sources   *Analytical/critical thinking skills
*Class discussions/presentations  *Charting/graphing information
*Timed essay writing   *Subject area vocabulary development

This course moves at a rapid pace, and success depends on personal motivation 
and advanced capabilities. Topics covered will include the  U.S. Constitution, 
federalism , political parties, political socialization, and interest groups, 
campaigns and elections, Congress, the presidency, the judiciary, and civil 
rights and civil liberties.      

Art

Pre-AP Art

Introduction: 
Pre-AP Art builds the artistic skills necessary to succeed in higher level 
art classes, such as AP 2D Design and AP Drawing. Students sharpen 
skills previously learned in Foundations of Art to investigate further their 
personal style and identity as an artist. 

Specific skills for success: 
•	 Understanding of the Principles and Elements of Design
•	 Ability to solve creatively design problems
•	 Knowledge of a majority of mediums, including: pencil, pen and ink, 

paint, oil pastel, and colored pencil.
•	 Ability to critique personal artwork as well as classmates’ artwork
•	 Ability to organize materials and manage time

Out-of-class commitments:
•	 Students should expect to spend around one hour of outside work per 

class meeting.
•	 Complete	and	finish	multiple	projects	per	semester.

Student comments:
•	 “Class moves at a very fast pace and you have to keep up with your 

projects.”
•	 “You are constantly having to think about how to create a new and 

innovative piece of artwork.”
•	 “It’s a lot of work, but a lot of fun!”
•	 “You have to think outside the box. Basic creativity won’t get you 

by!”

Contact person:
Caleb Bales: caleb.bales@midwayisd.org



AP Drawing

Introduction: 
Much like AP 2D Design, in AP Drawing students are expected to convey and 
shape their visual ideas and analyze the worth and quality of what they DRAW. 
Students will be challenged to explore new and modern techniques as well as 
further develop their traditional techniques to create high caliber artwork. It is 
required	of	the	students	to	develop	a	firm	understanding	of	concept,	composi-
tion, and execution of ideas. Students need to understand that this course is for 
the serious and talented art student who wishes to pursue college-level drawing 
and design classes in a high school setting. Students are strongly encouraged to 
have taken AP 2D Design before taking AP Drawing.

Specific	skills	for	success:	
•	 Students	will	develop	a	portfolio	filled	with	an	elevated	level	of	crafts-

manship that signals growth over time in content, technique, and process 
through studio practice, application of design concepts, and informed deci-
sion making

•	 A developed knowledge of drawing techniques and mediums
•	 Ability to critique personal artwork as well as classmates’ artwork
•	 Ability to organize materials and manage time
•	 Ability to write in depth about artwork and drawing concepts 
•	 Knowledge of art movements to better understand and develop personal 

artistic style
•	 Out-of-class commitments:
•	 Students should expect to spend over one hour of outside work per class 

meeting
•	 Complete	and	finish	multiple	projects	per	semester	including	works	inde-

pendently created over holiday breaks

Student comments:
•	 “AP Drawing is different than 2D Design. In 2D Design you can focus on 

a lot of styles and mediums. In Drawing you have to focus in on drawing 
styles and skills only.”

•	 “You	have	to	figure	out	how	to	expand	what	you	thought	you	knew	about	
drawing.”

Contact person:
Caleb Bales: caleb.bales@midwayisd.org

AP 2D Design

Introduction: 
In AP 2D Design students are expected to convey and shape their visual ideas 
and analyze the worth and quality of what they produce. Students will be chal-
lenged to explore new and modern techniques as well as further develop their 
traditional techniques to create high caliber artwork. It is required of the stu-
dents	to	develop	a	firm	understanding	of	concept,	composition,	and	execution	of	
ideas. Students need to understand that this course is for the serious and talented 
art student who wishes to pursue college-level drawing and design classes in a 
high school setting.

Specific skills for success: 
•	 Students	will	develop	a	portfolio	filled	with	an	elevated	level	of	crafts-

manship that signals growth over time in content, technique, and process 
through studio practice, application of design concepts, and informed deci-
sion making

•	 Knowledge of a majority of mediums, including: pencil, pen and ink, acryl-
ic, tempera, oil pastel, and colored pencil

•	 Ability to critique personal artwork as well as classmates’ artwork
•	 Ability to organize materials and manage time
•	 Ability to write in depth about artwork and design concepts 
•	 Knowledge of art movements to better understand and develop a personal 

artistic style 

Out-of-class commitments:
•	 Students should expect to spend over one hour of outside work per class 

meeting
•	 Complete	and	finish	multiple	projects	per	semester	including	works	inde-

pendently created over summer and holiday breaks

Student comments:
•	 “From Fall to Spring, you are constantly working on your artwork”
•	 “You have to be extremely organized and ready to WORK hard”
•	 “So much work but a very fun atmosphere”
•	 “Deadlines have to be met, otherwise you get so far behind it is hard to 

catch up”

Contact person:
Caleb Bales: caleb.bales@midwayisd.org

AP 3D Design

Introduction: 
In AP 3D Design, the assignments are based on a variety of collected problems 
commonly encountered in a college-level 3D design course. Students will have 
specific	in-	class	projects	as	well	as	homework	assignments.	The	students	will	
be introduced to a broad variety of media and techniques and encouraged to 
experimentally use a variety of media and techniques. In this course, students 
will explore a wide range of thematic explorations, formal design problems, 
concept-based works, expressive manipulation of subject and the exploration of 
ideas within a social, political, or economic framework. Students are strongly 
encouraged to have taken AP 2D Design and AP Drawing before taking AP 3D 
Design.

Specific skills for success: 
•	 Students	will	develop	a	portfolio	filled	with	an	elevated	level	of	crafts-

manship that signals growth over time in content, technique, and process 
through studio practice, application of design concepts, and informed deci-
sion making

•	 A developed knowledge of sculptural techniques and mediums 
•	 Ability to critique personal artwork as well as classmates’ artwork
•	 Ability to organize materials and manage time
•	 Ability to write in depth about artwork and drawing concepts 
•	 Knowledge of art movements to better understand and develop a personal 

style of art

Out-of-class commitments:
•	 Students should expect to spend over an hour of outside work per class 

meeting
•	 Complete	and	finish	multiple	projects	per	semester	including	works	inde-

pendently created over summer and holiday breaks

Student comments:
“In AP 3D Design you have a lot of trial and error. Sometimes you work to 
scrap a project and start over until you get exactly what you want. It’s fun but is 
very challenging!”

Contact person:
Caleb Bales: caleb.bales@midwayisd.org


